HOW TO SET UP A

STITCH CLUB

At Thread Republic we have two Stitch Socials a month, a
a Holmfirth and Huddersfield social. We have a wide range of
attendees doing different crafts and have built a great
community. Here's our tips on setting up your own!

Find a space for your Stitch Club

Consider accessible entrances and bathroom,
good heating and lighting, do you want
access to kitchen or to hold it at a cafe or bar.
Do you want it at a space with alcohol or
keep it alcohol free? Do you want a daytime
or evening social? Each community is different!

Choose whether you want to charge or keep it free
Free things often mean last min drop outs,
however if it's at a cafe it's better to keep it free
as people will be buying refreshments! This

may depend on whether you have to pay to hire a
space or if it's free.

Create some clear advertising e
Include a date, time, address etc. Ensure it says to bring your own
projects so that people understand it's a social, not a workshop.
Include a contact email and if you can have a consistent day each
month so people are more likely to come back.
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“A lot of knitting and craft groups take place in the day while I'm
working, | really appreciate having a space where | can meet other

local creative people in a similar position in the evening.” -Sophie

Advertise your social

Depending on where you are and your local
demographic you may want to make some
posters or do more online advertising such as | .
create a facebook event, facebook group, '
instagram and facebook, posts. Post it in local
community groups and creative groups.

Arrive a bit before the first attendees to make sure
\ Yyou're there to greet people. For the first session
"} you might want some name labels, or get people
to introduce themselves, At a recent social a
regular suggested everyone introducing
themselves with something boring about

o themselves as it's really memorable!

“It's refreshing to be able to get so comfortable with strangers
about the joy of making things yourself!”

“I think that crafting, mindful crafting and being together in a safe
space has so many benefits on emotional, physical and mental
well being.”-Jo
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