Life Stitches

Using the Gov.uk statistics: ‘Daily deaths
with Covid-19 on the death certificate’
Denise Bates, Birmingham

In the early days of January 2021, it was
evident that the UK death toll due to Covid-19
would pass 100,000. It is a figure that is hard
to visualise. It was not front page news, the
idea that there were the equivalent of three
or more plane loads of people dying daily. Had
we become immune to the emotional tragedy
behind the numbers?

| wondered what 100k stitches would look like
but | had no concept of how long they would
physically take to commit to fabric. After a few
false starts, the stitches grew to represent the
statistics. The first nine stitches in the centre,
in NHS blue, represent the lives of those first
recorded to have died from Covid-19 between
30th January 2020 and 6th March 2020. The
46 following red stitches are up to 13th March
2020. From this point, each colour represents
one day of deaths.

The pearls represent the end of each week
(a Friday) as the statistics are updated. There
are markers for the start of each month. The
colours mirror the rainbows that became the
national symbol of appreciation of all our key
workers. The blocks of colour allude to the
tiers different parts of the country were
subjected to after the numbers started to
increase again (mid-September onwards).

The shortest day of stitches of the first
wave is 8 (red) 29th August 2020 and then

just 4 in light blue on 19th and 22nd May 2021.

The longest is 1,483 (dark blue) on the 19th
January 2021. From the first death recorded
on 30th January 2020 to the end of June 2021
there are 154,149 stitches (as per the ONS
stats of 27/7/21).

Denise Bates

www.threadsofsurvival.org

Say It With Stitch
Great Yarmouth

In their own words, eleven members of

our Say It With Stitch Great Yarmouth group
describe their feelings and inspirations towards
the creation of their individual patches. The
patches, created by eleven local community
artists and residents, were brought together

to form one textile art work.
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QUILTED

Community, Creativity and Care

Huddersfield Art Gallery: Unit 7 and Bagshaw Museum, Batley
10 June - 8 July 2023

Quilted celebrates the
powerful art of quiltmaking.

Stitching a quilt can be an act of protest,
a gesture of care, or an opportunity

to connect with other people. Quilts
can be personal and heartfelt, made
with a particular individual in mind.
Quiltmaking can also be a collective
activity: people can work together to
explore and share social, political and
creative ideas.

The exhibition here at the Bagshaw
Museum features a selection of quilts
from the Threads of Survival project.
Threads of Survival is a national
exhibition of over 30 quilts and textile
art pieces made by over 160 people
across England during lockdown. The
exhibition has toured to 12 venues
across the UK since 2021. Many of
these quilts were made in challenging
times and in difficult circumstances.
Threads of Survival is an ongoing project
and is open to all. Several communities
have made new quilts in response to
the exhibition as it has toured.

Funded by

GiKirklees 7
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The Threads of Survival project launched
in August 2020 with a strong creative
brief: make new quilts and textile art

on a theme of ‘Life during the pandemic,
experiences and observations. And
thoughts about the need to ensure

a nation’s healthcare! Many of the

quilts are made up of individual squares,
enabling people to work together despite
being confined to their homes. The quilts
embrace a range of subjects, from the
immediate priorities of supporting the
NHS and keeping safe during a global
pandemic, to wider perspectives and
personal reflections on care, community,
politics and the environment. Together,
the quilts create an important historical
record of challenging and worrying
times. They also reveal an abundance

of creativity, care and community spirit!

Visit Huddersfield Art Gallery: Unit 7
to see a wider selection of the Threads
of Survival quilts presented alongside
further displays of quilts created by
collectives and individuals based in
and around Kirklees. For access details,
go to www.kirklees.gov.uk/museums
or ask a member of staff.
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There are lots of ways
to explore your creativity
through textiles:

Threads of Survival are encouraging us to
make a new quilt: a quilt for Kirklees. Scan
the QR code or visit the link to join their free
weekly panel making session at Huddersfield
Art Gallery: Unit 7, where the new quilt will
be unveiled on Wednesday 5th July.

https://bit.ly/42zm48Y
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Visit www.woveninkirklees.co.uk to discover
a full programme of talks, presentations and

workshops designed to encourage people to
meet, stitch and learn together.

Quilted was conceived and curated by HATCH
as part of the WOVEN in Kirklees festival:
woveninkirklees.co.uk

HATCH would like to express sincere thanks
to the Threads of Survival team, to the venues,
the lenders, and to all of the artists and
communities who have dedicated their time,
energy and commitment to this project.

Quilted was organised by Natalie Rudd
and Louisa Parry.

About the Quilts

Denby Dale Quilt
Denby Dale, West Yorkshire

lifracombe Community Quilt
North Devon

This quilt was made by community members
who were interested in exploring the way in
which the pandemic brought about changes
- some good, some not so good - to the
community.

This gentle and intricate quilt reflects life in
the North Devon seaside town: rural isolation,
closing of services, etc. This quilt was made
by a group of quilters who were inspired by
the exhibition when it visited the Landmark
Theatre in March 2022.

Many thanks to the Community Outreach
Team for their enthusiasm and support.

Kirklees Quilt
Huddersfield Region

Fruits of Covid
Keep our St. Helier Hospital (KOSHH)

This quilt was created with the community

as a means of combating social isolation

and loneliness. We are grateful to TSL Kirklees
for recognising the value of the project and
for giving us some funding towards materials
and expenses. We continue to work with

TSL Kirklees as Threads of Survival develops
into the future.

The Keep Our St Helier Hospital (KOSHH)
campaign has been fighting for ten years to
keep all Major Acute, Paediatric, Maternity,
General Services and bed numbers at hospitals
in the SW London and Surrey area which
serve over 700,000 people. The wider aims of
KOSHH are to restore the NHS to its founding
principles - a Universal, Comprehensive,
Publicly Provided, Publicly Funded, Publicly
Owned and Publicly Accountable NHS.

Sandra Ash joined the Threads of Survival
Project and, with help from two of her
grandchildren, produced ‘Fruits of Covid.
Despite the imagery appearing to be
negative, the quilt also celebrates our heroic,
if struggling, NHS and the joys of friendship,
family, creativity and community spirit. Making
the quilt gave a creative and emotional outlet
for our hopes, fears and reactions to events.
It mirrors our anger, fear, isolation and our
national and very personal grief.
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