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The Growing Colour Together website has lots of great 
resources, including videos and downloads, to help you 

try out natural dyeing at home.

Visit: www.woveninkirklees.co.uk/          
get-involved/growing-colour-together



GROWING COLOUR
TOGETHER
WOVEN in Kirklees
www. woveninkirklees.co.uk /              &       @woveninkirklees     

Welcome to the Growing Colour Together celebration as part of 
WOVEN in Kirklees 2021!

Thank you for joining us this weekend at the Tolson Memorial 
gardens. Here you can learn about growing, foraging and 
harvesting plants that make natural dyes, about natural dyeing 
processes and how you can use natural dyes to explore colour 
in textile art, design and print. Our Growing Colour Together 
natural dye experts and enthusiasts are looking forward to 
sharing their knowledge with you and showing you lots of 
exciting projects you can try at home.

We’d love you to document and share your Growing Colour 
Together experience, so please use the tags
@WovenInKirklees and #GrowingColourTogether 

WOVEN is a celebration of innovation in textiles across Kirklees, 
initiated and funded by Kirklees Council, owned by everyone. 
WOVEN’s theme is generations of innovators, connecting 
a strong heritage with today’s innovative developments in 
industry, university research, a strong arts and crafts scene 
and the creative expression of the district’s rich and diverse 
communities. 

WOVEN this year is a calmly paced festival, allowing people the 
space to engage safely so please always be considerate of this. 
We are following up to date guidelines and safety regulations, so 
activities may be subject to change.



Friends of Tolson 
& Ravensknowle
www.friendsoftolson.org.uk

The Friends of Tolson & Ravensknowle are a group of all ages and 
interests who work to highlight the importance of Tolson Memorial 
Museum as the Museum of Huddersfield. 

They run a programme of monthly events in the Museum and an 
annual Victorian Christmas Fair. Several years ago they were awarded 
£100,000 Heritage Lottery Funding to create the Heritage Memorial 
Garden to the rear of the Museum. 

The garden has a ‘performance area’ and throughout the summer 
concerts and events are held in this area. A newsletter describing the 
programme is produced every other month. This is also on the website 
www.friendsoftolson.org.uk. Becoming a member costs £3 per person 
or £5 for a couple, and includes a newsletter. For further information 
contact ann.denham3@gmail.com. 

The Friends have a group of gardeners who look after the Heritage 
Memorial Garden. The garden has a main area and three separate 
smaller walled gardens. One of these is to be planted as a colour 
garden in time for Growing Colour Together. The plants in this garden 
will be labelled to show that they can be used in the dyeing of fabric.



TOLSON MUSEUM
At Tolson Museum you can see amazing objects which chart 
Huddersfield’s history, from the earliest settlers to the boom in 
the textile industry and on into the 20th Century.  See curious 
vehicles from the past, learn about ‘the town that bought itself’ 
and view our First World War and Suffragist exhibitions and the 
unique Skelmanthorpe protest banner.

There is still time to catch the photographic exhibition ‘A 
Woman’s Work is Never Done’ documenting the lives of working 
women from rag sorters to bomb makers in West Yorkshire in 
the 19th and 20th Century.  The exhibition draws extensively from 
the Kirklees Image Archive which you can find online -
www.kirkleesimages.org.uk

Tolson Museum is set, together with the old clocktower from 
Huddersfield’s Cloth Hall, in Ravensknowle Park. There is free 
parking, a children’s playground and a gift shop in the museum.

Museum in a tent
The textile trade has been the main industry in the local area for 
over 200 years. Discover objects from the past and learn what 
life was like for mill workers and local people living in the area, 
through old photographs and stories.

Pick up a weaving activity pack to take home (suitable age 5+) 
and make your own colourful cloth picture.
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WHAT’S ON!
AREA 1

Isobel Denton - Bundle Dyeing & Solar Dyeing 
Jessica Grady - Stitched Textile Dye Garden  

S2R - The Great Outdoors Project (Sunday only)
Friends of Ravensknowle Park - Dye Garden

AREA 2
Kayleigh Davis - Plant Hammering

Clare Grace - Screen Printing & Exhibition
Jane Howroyd - Dyeing with Woad & Breathe Safe 

AREA 3
Tolson Museum, Museum in a Tent

AREA 4 (Inside)
Careers Exhibition
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Bundle Dyeing
Isobel Denton, Thurstonland
      @abitmoreink 

Issy grows and forages locally for plants and materials to use in 
lots of different natural dyeing processes. She’ll be showing you 
two of her favourites today.

Bundle Dyeing
Learn how to bundle dye using kitchen waste and flowers. 
Choose your own items to test out and discover the alchemy that 
transfers their colour onto fabric!

IMPORTANT TIP! This is safe to do with kitchen waste at home 
however, please only use old kitchen pans that you no longer 
use, if trying with flowers or plants.

Issy’s ‘how-to’ video will be online between 26th June - 5th 
July: www.woveninkirklees.co.uk/get-involved/growing-colour-
together

Solar Dyeing
There will also be Solar Dyeing kits at Issy’s table for you to 
make up and take away to try at home. This is a really simple 
technique that uses the sun as the only heat source.
How to:
1. Fill your jar with the dried flowers
2. Add your fabric - silk or wool is best (other fabrics need to 
undergo mordanting processes in order to work).
3. Add hot water
4. Put the lid on and label your jar with contents and date.
5. Gently shake the jar each morning for 10 days
6. Remove fabric and rinse in cold water. Hang to dry.





stitched Textile 

Dye Garden
Jessica Grady, Huddersfield 
www.jessicagrady.co.uk /       @jessica_rosestitch /   
      @jessicagradyembroideryartist 

Come and add your own drawing of your favourite dye plants or 
flora and fauna to a piece of artwork. Embroidery artist Jessica 
Grady will carefully stitch your finished drawing into position 
on the fabric wall hanging - and you can even choose some 
colourful recycled embellishments to be stitched alongside your 
drawing. Over the weekend the community textile dye garden 
will grow and flourish as more drawings are stitched to the 
artwork - creating a beautiful piece of textile art! 

Jessica Grady is a mixed media embroidery artist who works 
with recycled materials, bright colours and enjoys creating work 
that is fun to look at and filled with textures.  Jessica creates 
3D embroidered sculptures and wall art using handcrafted 
embellishments and detailed hand stitching. She also teaches 
regular workshops and is involved with art projects with 
communities, and within education and schools - showing the 
different ways that embroidery can be used and enjoyed by all. 
Jessica’s work is very eco-aware and she enjoys reusing waste 
and turning it into something beautiful!





The Great 

Outdoors Project 
www.s2r.org.uk  / Contact@s2r.org.uk /        s2rcreatespace

SUNDAY ONLY!

The Great Outdoors Project is one of several projects delivered 
by the mental health and wellbeing charity, S2R Create Space. 
Connecting people with nature is a great way to improve 
emotional and physical wellbeing, reduce anxiety, create social 
connections, and learn about both ourselves and the natural 
world. 

They offer all adults in Kirklees the chance to get active 
outdoors on mindful walks, to interact and contribute on 
practical tasks at their Community Allotment, Garden Upcycling 
or Work Days, and to express themselves creatively using eco 
crafts, natural art, and photography.

They are here on Sunday, and will show you how to propagate 
different plants, like Cornflowers, Foxgloves and Golden Rods, 
from seed, cuttings and division. They will look at how to nurture 
your plants and which bit you will need to harvest for dyeing. 
There will also be some tips about which plants you can forage 
for, like Blackberries, Nettles, and Dandelions.  

There are also some plants for you to take home, grow and dye 
with!





Plant Hammering
Kayleigh Davis, Huddersfield
www.ocre.uk /       @ocre.uk

Kayleigh is a textile artist, small business owner, and PhD 
researcher at the University of Huddersfield.  She works with 
natural dyes on silk to make accessories.

Plant hammering or ‘Hapa Zome’ is used to transfer patterns 
onto fabric. This is done by laying fresh flowers or leaves onto a 
piece of fabric and hammering it to create a print.

This is a really fun activity to try at home - Kayleigh will show 
you how to get the best results. 

Anyone curious about natural dyeing should definitely explore 
the outdoors. Natural dyes can be made from many plants that 
are all around us, like dandelions, tansy, elderberries, dock, 
bracken, daffodils and more. The best way to start is to look 
around!

Kayleigh has made a ‘how-to’ video about plant hammering, 
which can be found here: www.woveninkirklees.co.uk/get-
involved/growing-colour-together





Screen Printing
Clare Grace, Mirfield
      @Clare_Grace_Hall 

Clare works from her studio at the West Yorkshire Print 
Workshop in Mirfield as an artist and designer.  She specialises 
in screen printing onto textiles and is currently researching 
and experimenting with eco-friendly and biodegradable print 
binders, and natural dyes. 

Today, Clare will show you how to screen print a design, 
explaining the process from start to finish. She has all the 
professional equipment used on display, with jars of coloured 
pigment and mixed colour to inspire you to make your own.

TEXTILE 
INSTALLATION
Clare used ‘coffee drawings’ that were created in special natural 
drawing workshops by school children from across Kirklees. 
She pulled them together to make a design based on dye 
gardens. The design has been screen printed onto cotton fabric 
using natural dye pigment paste made with a biodegradable eco 
binder. The finished artwork can be seen in the park around the 
edge of the bowling green.

A video about Clare’s natural drawing workshop can be found 
here: www.woveninkirklees.co.uk/get-involved/growing-colour-
together





Dyeing with Woad
Jane Howroyd, Holmfirth
www.janehowroyd.co.uk /      @Art4All_Yorks /      @Art4AllYorks
 
Jane is an artist who specialises in different crafts, including 
textile art. She also runs creative workshops. 

Jane will show you the magical* process of dyeing with woad 
- a natural dye, that has been used for centuries. She’ll explain 
the history of woad and show you how to prepare it for dyeing 
before demonstrating the dyeing process. 

You’ll also get to see the most exciting part of the process... the 
fabric comes out of the dye bath as a yellow/green colour and 
quickly turns blue as the oxygen in the air interacts with the dye. 

There are lots of free activities to have a go at on Jane’s blog: 
www.janehowroyd.co.uk/index.php/art-night/

Breathe Safe
Jane’s hand-dyed fabric installation, Breathe Safe, can also be 
found in and on the trees in the park throughout the weekend. 
Breathe Safe is a sculpture inspired by trees in urban areas 
and the textile heritage of Kirklees, first created as part of a 
temporary sculpture trail in Huddersfield, commissioned by 
Beam for  Kirklees Council as part of the Heart Your Town 
programme (summer 2020). The sculptures are designed to 
bring focus to the natural world around you.

 *it is probably more to do with science, but it definitely LOOKS like magic 



What were the student’s experiments?  



WOVEN Careers: 

VWEX
Julia Roebuck, 
www.woveninkirklees.co.uk/get-involved/schools 
#wovencareers

In the last year, many students lost the chance to take part in 
work experience. Traditionally, this can be a really insightful 
time for young people, giving them a taste of a career they’re 
interested in following.

In it’s place, lots of virtual work experience (VWEX) opportunities 
were created. Instead of going into work, students completed 
a project brief set by professionals.  They were given feedback 
on their work and advice about that career. All of this was done 
online. 

The WOVEN Careers team joined forces with experts Isobel 
Denton (abitmoreink CIC), Maame Affram (MSc Product 
Innovation with Textiles) and Kayleigh Davis (Founder @ocre.uk). 
Together, they set year 9 students from Holmfirth High School a 
challenge...  

The group had just four weeks to research, design and create 
displays around Natural Dyeing that would inspire a young 
audience. Some of their work can be seen here, today, inside the 
museum.  

You can find out more about the Schools & Careers programme 
by emailing Julia on julia@upcycle-fashion.co.uk





illustration
Ruth Dyer, Grange Moor
www.ruthdyer.co.uk /       @ruth_dyer_drawings

Ruth is an artist, designer and 
illustrator. She moved to West 
Yorkshire in 2004 to complete a 
degree in Fine Art for Design at 
Batley School of Art and Design, 
and has lived here ever since.

Specialising in children’s 
illustration, Ruth is currently 
illustrating several picture 
books. She works regularly for 
local arts organisations Chol 
Theatre, Playful Anywhere, and The Children’s Art School.

Alongside drawing, Ruth is an artist with the collective x+y= 
who make site-specific work in communities, about people’s 
lives. The artists she collaborates with are bound together by 
kindness, a good sense of humour and a love of finding joy in the 
everyday. www.xplusyequals.co.uk
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