
 
 

WOVEN is a celebration of innovation in textiles across Kirklees, taking 
place from Saturday 8th to Sunday 16th June. 
 
WOVEN will be created in partnership and collaboration with creative 
organisations, artists, education settings, businesses, industry and heritage 
sites across the region. WOVEN’s theme is generations of innovators, 
connecting a strong heritage with today’s innovative developments in 
industry, university research, a strong arts and crafts scene and the 
creative expression of the district’s rich and diverse communities. 
 
This first year pilot event will kick start our ambitions by trialling a new way 
of working in festival delivery. It will develop a model that will successfully 
deliver the biennial festival in years to come, embedding activity through 
long term projects across cultural, education and industry sectors alike. 
WOVEN will become a key moment, every other year, to showcase what 
Kirklees has to offer. 
 
FUTURE FASHION CHALLENGE  
Call To Action: We want to showcase the creative talents of teachers and 
students across Kirklees through a Future Fashion Challenge. We want to 
tap into the globally recognised centre of textile innovation that is Kirklees, 
offering school students the opportunity to use their imaginations, look into 
the future and show us what tomorrow’s fashion will look and feel like, and 
potentially do!  
 
 
SHOWCASING YOUR SCHOOL’S WORK:  
There will be two ways for your school’s creations to be showcased: 
 
A FASHION SHOW on 15 June at the University of Huddersfield 
 
The fashion show will be the centrepiece of a dynamic marketplace of 
innovation labs, workshops for families, teacher-only workshops and an 
exciting compere who will make your fashion show a spectacular 
experience you and your students won’t forget! 
Your students will take to the catwalk to present their creations to university 
tutors, students, businesses, friends, family and general public.  
 
Our professional compere will talk each creation down the catwalk 
explaining the ideas behind each garment. This means that even if it’s not 
obvious how your students have used science or innovation in their 



designs, this will all be explained in a dynamic way while they are on stage. 
So you could explore a more subtle take on the importance of science and 
technology in textiles, that might not be obvious in your final designs. 
 
WOVEN will also work with venues across Kirklees to showcase 
student creations 
 
This might be in local libraries, galleries, empty shops and pop up spaces. 
These can be 2D designs and drawings if you feel that being part of the 
fashion show is not for your school, or you can create a wonderful outfit that 
you can showcase more locally for family and friends to see. WOVEN will 
connect you with a venue to suit your needs. 
 
HOW TO GET INVOLVED:  
 
Schools can get involved in the following ways:  

● Make a fashion garment as a group using this opportunity as an 
enrichment project for a group of students 

● Make one garment that the whole school contributes to  
● Every child in a class could develop a future fashion creation 
● Make a garment that can be worn in the Fashion Show or work that 

can be displayed more locally as an exhibition 
● Consider what support you have from parents and grandparents, 

family friends and governors who might be able to help with 
technical skills 

 
WOVEN has funding to support schools with making for the fashion show. 
So if the ideas below feel outside your comfort zone please get in touch 
and we can discuss how we can support you with artists in the classroom 
or with materials. 
 
How WOVEN could support you in school:  

● Ideas generation at beginning of project 
● Technical skills to make a garment  
● Technical skills in fabrics and the properties of textiles  
● Technical skills in wearable technology, such as conductive thread 

and coding fabrics 
 
For more information on how WOVEN can support your project please 
contact: Chloe Williams at The Children's Art School 
thechildrensartschool@gmail.com 
 
WHAT DO WE MEAN BY FUTURE FASHION:  
 
E-Textiles - using conductive threads to create live circuits in your 
garments 
 



If you want to light up the catwalk why not try using conductive threads to 
make circuits and connect lights that you can control.  
 
IF you need more information about conductive threads and the kit:  
https://www.kitronik.co.uk/e-textiles-conductive-thread.html 
http://www.futuremorph.org/my-future-finder/fashion-textiles/wearable-techn
ology/ 
https://rainycatz.wordpress.com 
https://www.instructables.com/class/Wearable-Electronics-Class/ 
 
 
Imagining the Future 
 
You may want to be visionary and consider how textiles will help us in our 
day to day lives in the future. Will we be wearing solar panel hats or capes 
that will power our watches, phones, computers in the future. What might 
that look like? How would it help the environment? You may want to create 
the future fashion garments that represent your ideas for the fashion show 
or you might want to create a storyboard for a pop-up exhibition in your 
local library. 
 
If you want to create an imagined future fashion, but one that doesn’t 
ACTUALLY hold the power to make your phone work, we will make sure 
that our compere talks about all its future applications and makes sure 
everyone knows how special your idea is on the day. 
 
http://www.futuremorph.org/my-future-finder/fashion-textiles/solar-textiles/ 
http://powertextiles.com/adding-solar-cells-to-textiles 
 
 
Waste to Wear  
 
Can your students tell the story of waste through design? Can your group 
upcycle clothing from the rest of the school into a new uniform? Can your 
students create a school TRASHION SHOW! 
 
Upcycling, also known as creative reuse, is the process of transforming 
by-products, waste materials, useless, or unwanted products into new 
materials or products of better quality, or for better environmental value.  
 
Every year, more than 80 billion articles of clothing are produced and sold 
around the world. That means that every year, billions of used articles of 
clothing are thrown away to make room for the new ones. 
 
Clothes can take up to 40 years to decompose. 
 

https://www.kitronik.co.uk/e-textiles-conductive-thread.html
http://www.futuremorph.org/my-future-finder/fashion-textiles/wearable-technology/
http://www.futuremorph.org/my-future-finder/fashion-textiles/wearable-technology/
https://rainycatz.wordpress.com/
https://www.instructables.com/class/Wearable-Electronics-Class/
http://www.futuremorph.org/my-future-finder/fashion-textiles/solar-textiles/
http://powertextiles.com/adding-solar-cells-to-textiles
http://www.takepart.com/video/2015/05/29/clothes-trash-landfill
http://blog.cariloha.com/long-will-clothes-live-landfill/


95% of textiles can be recycled. Every year, we continue to throw away our 
old textiles, even though almost all of them can be recycled! This means 
that there is an alternative to landfill waste 
 
Textiles can be re-purposed into a number of things, including sports fields, 
pillow stuffing, and paper money. When you recycle your clothing, it’s 
possible that it might go straight to a new owner without any alteration. It’s 
also possible, however, that it might be re-purposed into a plethora of 
everyday items. Whether the textile fibers are turned into carpet padding, 
baseball filling or jewelry box lining, you never know where your recycled 
clothes might end up! 
 
https://www.recyclesantafe.org/fashion-show/trashion-show-download-uk.p
df  
https://www.planetaid.org/blog/10-unexpected-ways-your-old-clothing-is-rep
urposed 
https://fashionista.com/2019/01/upcycled-clothing-sustainable-fashion-trend 
https://fashionista.com/2018/04/gant-recycled-ocean-plastic-clothing 
https://fashionunited.uk/news/fashion/amsterdam-fashion-week-promotes-r
eusing-recycling-fashion/2017071825219 
http://mistrafuturefashion.com/sustainable-fashion/ 
https://www.solent.ac.uk/news/life-at-solent/2016/sustainability-struts-down-
the-catwalk 
 
 
Science Behind Textiles 
future of fibres: NATURE  
 
The textile industry is constantly looking for sustainable and 
environmentally friendly ways to create fibres for your cloths. Did you know 
scientists and textiles engineers have already found ways to make fibres 
from things like bananas, mushrooms, squid, kelp, coffee grounds and 
even apples! Can your school use the idea of new fibers to make fashion 
that reflects the changing nature of textile technology? Can you show the 
original natural product in your designs? Can you find new natural products 
for fibre development?  
 
Believe it or not, mushrooms can now be fashioned into flexible leather-like 
clothing, purses, pants, and even durable furniture and building bricks for a 
cleaner, more sustainable planet. 
https://www.bustle.com/p/clothing-made-of-mushrooms-might-just-be-the-fu
ture-its-actually-pretty-cool-8018663 
 
New York-based AlgiKnit is a biomaterials research company that has 
developed a compostable yarn from readily abundant biopolymers that can 
be formed into wearable textiles. In other words, AlgiKnit makes a bio yarn 
from kelp, seaweed or algae 

http://www.salvationarmyexpectchange.org/2015/02/17/95-of-clothing-linens-textiles-can-be-recycled/
http://www.planetaid.org/blog/10-unexpected-ways-your-old-clothing-is-repurposed
https://www.recyclesantafe.org/fashion-show/trashion-show-download-uk.pdf
https://www.recyclesantafe.org/fashion-show/trashion-show-download-uk.pdf
https://www.planetaid.org/blog/10-unexpected-ways-your-old-clothing-is-repurposed
https://www.planetaid.org/blog/10-unexpected-ways-your-old-clothing-is-repurposed
https://fashionista.com/2019/01/upcycled-clothing-sustainable-fashion-trend
https://fashionista.com/2018/04/gant-recycled-ocean-plastic-clothing
https://fashionunited.uk/news/fashion/amsterdam-fashion-week-promotes-reusing-recycling-fashion/2017071825219
https://fashionunited.uk/news/fashion/amsterdam-fashion-week-promotes-reusing-recycling-fashion/2017071825219
http://mistrafuturefashion.com/sustainable-fashion/
https://www.solent.ac.uk/news/life-at-solent/2016/sustainability-struts-down-the-catwalk
https://www.solent.ac.uk/news/life-at-solent/2016/sustainability-struts-down-the-catwalk
https://www.bustle.com/p/clothing-made-of-mushrooms-might-just-be-the-future-its-actually-pretty-cool-8018663
https://www.bustle.com/p/clothing-made-of-mushrooms-might-just-be-the-future-its-actually-pretty-cool-8018663


https://fashionunited.uk/news/business/sustainable-textile-innovations-bio-y
arn-made-from-kelp-fibres/2018032628811 
 
Philadelphia-based company Tandem Repeat found self-healing 
characteristics in squid genes. In an eco-friendly and low-cost process, 
thermoplastic fibres are extracted, which are made into a fabric that is 
biodegradable and 100% recyclable. The material also acts as a glue, 
meaning it minimises the shredding of microfibres in the wash, thus 
reducing plastic pollution in the oceans. 
https://fashionunited.uk/news/fashion/sustainable-textile-innovations-self-he
aling-fibres-made-out-of-squid-genes/2018090438635 
 
For more textile innovation resource material please visit WOVEN website 
www.woveninkirklees.co.uk (live online from 18 April) 
Tag your creations on social media with #futurefashionchallenge 
#WOVENinKirklees 
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